
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Weld County Office of Emergency Management (OEM) and Xcel Energy are hosting an exercise at the Xcel 

Power Plant west of Platteville, CO on August 12th. The exercise is a full scale exercise involving several agencies 

and organizations across Weld County. This exercise is designed to integrate first responders and private sector 

business in a combined response to an emergency. County road 19 ½ between CR 34 and 38 will have limited 

access to travel during the hours of 8am to noon.  

 

The Weld County 2011 Tornado Exercise is designed to establish a learning environment for responders to exercise 

emergency response plans, policies, and procedures as they pertain to natural disasters. A natural disaster is a 

complex event that requires detailed planning. To ensure an effective exercise, subject matter experts (SMEs) and 

local representatives from numerous agencies have taken part in the planning process and will take part in exercise 

conduct and evaluation. Agencies involved are Platteville-Gilcrest Fire, Ft Lupton Fire, Frederick-Firestone Fire, 

North Colorado Medical Center, Weld County Ambulance, Weld County Sheriff’s and Coroner’s Office, Weld 

County Regional Communications Center and Office of Emergency Management.   

 

The exercise is developed using the Homeland Security Exercise and Evaluation Program. This provides an ability 

to evaluate the exercise and develop an improvement plan for future training needs or amendments to emergency 

plans. The National Planning Scenarios and establishment of the National Preparedness Priorities have steered the 

focus of homeland security toward a capabilities-based planning approach. Capabilities-based planning focuses on 

planning under uncertainty because the next danger or disaster can never be forecasted with complete accuracy. 

Therefore, capabilities-based planning takes an all-hazards approach to planning and preparation that builds 

capabilities that can be applied to a wide variety of incidents. 

 

_______________________ John B. Cooke – Sheriff 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE – August 5, 2011 

Contact:  Commander Margie Martinez 
970-356-4015 Office 
970-381-0107 Cell  
mmartinez@weldsheriff.com 

Oem and excel partner on planned exercise 
 
 
 
 
 
 

P R E S S  R E L E A S E  

J O H N  B .  C O O K E  
SHERIFF 

mailto:mmartinez@weldsheriff.com�

	PRESS RELEASE
	John B. Cooke

