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Vehicle Fire Investigation Update 

On 10/17/2015 around 2200 hours the Weld County Sheriff's Office (WCSO) received a call that a pickup 

truck was burning near WCR 57 and WCR 96.  The only two passengers in the vehicle were declared 

dead at the scene.  One of the original press releases stated that there were suspicious circumstances 

discovered during the investigation, suggesting that this may not have solely been a traffic accident and 

that it was being processed as an investigated death.   

 

Inside the pickup Deputies discovered two bodies in the rear passenger compartment of the vehicle.  Later 

examination of the vehicle’s mechanical condition showed that it was in park when it was found.   

 

The victims were identified as Oklahoma residents Joshua Foster DOB 06/23/1992 Zach Moore DOB 

03/23/1993.  Autopsy reports received later confirmed that both victims were dead prior to the fire; there 

was evidence suggestive of a gunshot wound to the head.  A shell casing was also found in the truck 

during its evidentiary processing.   

Detectives learned from sources that Foster had gone to Colorado on at least three other occasions in an 

attempt to purchase large quantities of marijuana to sell in Oklahoma.   

At this point in the investigation detectives believe that the victims were ambushed, robbed and killed.  

There are multiple parties involved in this incident, to include three suspects who are currently in custody 

at the Weld County Jail.   

Samuel Lucas Pinney DOB 01/04/1982 and Samantha Lynn Simmons DOB 02/28/1989 have been 

arrested for Conspiracy to Commit Aggravated Robbery (a class 4 Felony), Aggravated Robbery (a class 

3 Felony), two counts of Murder in the First Degree – Felony Murder (a class 1 Felony), two counts of 

Murder in the First Degree – After Deliberation (a class 1 Felony), Second Degree Arson (a class 4 

Felony), Criminal Mischief (a class 4 Felony) and two counts of Abuse of a Corpse (a class 2 

Misdemeanor).   

Nathaniel Lee Youngman DOB 12/13/1989 has been charged with Conspiracy to commit Aggravated 

robbery (a class 4 Felony). 
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This investigation has required the efforts of many jurisdictions across multiple states to include the Weld 

County Sheriff’s Office, the Weld County Coroner’s Office, Medical Examiners, the Weld County 

District Attorney’s Office, the United States Marshals Service, the Colorado Bureau of Investigation, 

Muskogee OK Police Department, Tulsa OK Police Department, the Marion County OR Sheriff’s Office 

and the Everett WA Police Department.  

The Weld County Sheriff’s Office would like to thank all of these agencies for their involvement in this 

complicated investigation. 

The Weld County Sheriff’s Office would also like to thank members of the community in multiple states 

that have contributed information that assisted detectives in this case. 

This investigation is ongoing.  Any tips from the community are welcome, and will be taken very 

seriously.  Please call our tip line at 970-304-6464 x2861 and leave a message with contact information; 

an investigator will return your call. 

 

Anyone with information regarding this or any other crime is asked to call the Weld County 

Sheriff’s Office at 970-356-4015 or Northern Colorado Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-TIPS 

(8477) or 1-800-444-3776. Tips can also be submitted through the Crime Stoppers website 

at www.crimeshurt.com. Those submitting tips through Crime Stoppers that lead to the 

arrest and filing of charges on a suspect(s) may be eligible for a cash reward of up to 

$2,000 from Crime Stoppers. 

 

Steve Reams – Sheriff 
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